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CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER
Deaths
Mr Alfred Reid, formerly

- 24 April 2018

THANK YOU!
The Editor would like to say thank you for all the good wishes and assistance
that friends in the Congregation gave her following her recent accident in
which she broke her arm. Many Thanks to you all. It was very much appreciated!
Margaret A Robertson

GREETINGS AND NEWS FROM OUR INTERIM MODERATOR

Dear Friends
This is my first letter to you as Interim Moderator. In the two months I’ve been
with you, I’ve enjoyed leading worship and getting to know you socially before
services and more formally in meetings. Thanks to your welcome, I feel very
much at home.
In the last few weeks, there have been meetings with the Nominating Committee, Manse Decision Group and Kirk Session. As you will know, the business
of the “Nom. Comm.” has to be kept confidential, mainly to protect the
identities of applicants, but I can tell you that we are considering a number of
strategies to attract a new minister.
We are also going to make sure that the parish profiles are kept up-to-date: it’s
surprising – and pleasing – that progress has been made in several areas since
the originals were written. Publicity for events in our congregational life is an
important strand in this, so anything we can have reported in, for example, Life
and Work or The Courier, really helps the cause.
Also on the subject of publicity, for those of you with a computer, I have started
an Interim Moderator’s blog* which can be accessed from the Home page of the
Church website (thanks to Margaret Adamson). The main purpose of this is to
provide regular updates of activities in both Meadowside St Paul’s and St
Andrew’s, as well as in the city generally, for any would-be minister.
With members of the Manse Decision Group I’ve looked at a number of houses
for sale and I remain hopeful that we will find the right one soon. Besides the
“Manse Guidelines” from Presbytery and the General Trustees, we are being
mindful of other criteria, such as school catchments, availability of public
transport, distance to shops and ease of car parking.
I’m pleased to report that there are a few new events/activities in the pipeline
which members of both congregations are invited to take part in. These are
Messy Church (St Andrew’s), the Kilombero 90kg Rice Challenge and a series
of discussion groups, to be entitled “We are the Church!” Details of these are
given elsewhere in this magazine.
* this can be found at https://www mspdundee.co.uk/blog

I hope very much that you will embrace one or all of these, so that friendships
may blossom between the two churches.
May God bless you.
Caroline
THE GUILD
The Guild resumes its regular meetings at 2 pm on Monday, 17th September,
with an afternoon tea and light-hearted quiz. This meeting will take place in the
Main Hall, as heating issues in the Lower Hall have still to be resolved. We look
forward to seeing all current members back to start off the new session, with
guests and potential new recruits particularly welcome. Guild members do not
have to belong to Meadowside St Paul’s, so if you have any friends who might
like to join us (and, perhaps, whose own church does not have a Guild), please
bring them along.
Subsequent meetings are at fortnightly intervals until March, and the excellent
programme arranged by Irene Birse includes a variety of delights – speakers on a
range of interesting topics, including some of the national Guild’s own projects,
plus music, travel and – always – good fellowship.
We also have two joint meetings with the Guild at our linked congregation, St
Andrew’s Parish Church, and members of each Guild are always welcome to attend the other’s meetings if they spot a particular topic of interest (the St Andrew’s Guild meets on Tuesday in the alternate weeks to MSP, so no clashes of
date are involved!). Contact Morag Stalker or Irene for further information about
both programmes.
As well as looking forward, we can also look back to a couple of events over the
summer months. In June, members enjoyed our summer outing to Glendoick
Garden Centre – tea, chat and shopping, what more could we ask?
On that occasion, we also marked a milestone for the MSP Guild – and one of its
longest standing members - when Margaret Ingram ‘retired’ after countless years
of sterling service as a Guild officer. Margaret was presented with a card of
thanks and a basket of flowers, and is looking forward to enjoying Guild meetings ‘from the body of the kirk’, without worrying (we hope) about whether the
speaker arrives or the teas are made!

She was, however, at the forefront of supporting a well-established MSP Guild
tradition on September 1st, when we welcomed some of the delegates to the
national Annual Guild Gathering, held in the Caird Hall, for mid-day refreshments in our Main Hall. A hectic hour always ensues when well over a
hundred Guildswomen (and the occasional Guildsman) arrive in their
relatively short lunch-break desperate for a cup of tea – it is just as well we
have a large supply of cups and lots of chairs. The service is greatly appreciated by those attending – many of whom appear to be ‘regulars’ - and is an
important part of the Guild’s fund-raising efforts for the year. Thanks are also
due to Pat and John Hazel for their help on the day. Another two of our
members, Ann Black and Janette Walker, attended the Gathering itself as
delegates and Stewards, and we look forward to hearing about their
experiences of the day in due course.
Morag Stalker
READERS AND WORSHIP LEADERS
Mainly thanks to Robbie Donald, I now have a list of volunteer readers and
another of people who would be willing to take part in leading worship. If
you’d like to add your name to either or both, please let me or Margaret
Adamson know.
Rev. Caroline Taylor
CHOIR
The contribution of the Choir to Sunday Worship is considerable and the Bill
Stevenson, our Organist, always has a tremendous variety of music to enhance
the service. New members are always welcome.
FLOWERS IN CHURCH
We are indebted to the following for provision of flowers from August to
October.
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Flower Fund - in memory of

Harvest Festival

Flower Fund

If you do not already donate to the Flower Fund, but would like to do so,
please contact
(tel
) or speak to any member of the
Flower Committee. The Committee are always grateful to hear suggestions of
anyone who might appreciate receiving flowers after the service, or to have
help with delivering these.

WE ARE THE CHURCH
Yes, we are, but what does that mean to you? If we took a random selection of
members, we would probably receive a diverse set of answers – but none of
them would be wrong!
Using the Church of Scotland publication, Learn Eldership, as a starting point,
I am proposing a number of get-togethers at which members of both congregations will be welcome.
The impetus for this has come from St Andrew’s, where the Clerk to the Nominating Committee, Mrs Gayle Lennon, is to be ordained to the eldership on
14th October, but all who are interested are invited to come along and take
part in these informal talks.
Times, dates and venues have yet to be arranged, but are likely to be variable
so that no-one is excluded. When these are published, the topic will also be
made known, but no homework will be necessary.
Rev. Caroline Taylor

BEN NEVIS

Sojourns into
Scottish skies began
when planets were born.

Shaped in fire and ice
cooled by rapid rain
you conquered hapless hills
before being crowned
kingpin of a
modest mountain range.

You dish out gilded
invitations to
proud professionals
intent on rocky
pilgrimages wrapped
In whopping winds.

Warm bold amateurs
to walk wisely
if they are desperate
for a crow’s nest
view of creation.

Jim Adams

AFTER SERVICE REFRESHMENT ROTA
16th & 23rd Sept

Team 5

30th Sept & 7th Oct

Team 6

and

Jan Ireland
HARVEST APPEAL - KILOMBERO 90kg RICE CHALLENGE

The Kirk Session has agreed that we will take part in this, starting, appropriately
enough, on Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday (30th May). You may have seen this
advertised in Life and Work but if not, here’s a summary.
The two churches purchase 90 1kg bags of fairly traded Malawian rice. (90 bags
between them). Individuals then buy them. The money from the total sale will
enable a farmer to send a child to secondary school for a year.
I have been using this rice for over a year as Monifieth Church, where I am a
member, has already taken part in the challenge, so I recommend it to you.
Rev. Caroline Taylor
OFFERINGS
As we move into autumn and the new session, perhaps it is a good time for all
of us to review our givings to the Church. We are currently running at a deficit,
and so we appeal to everyone to give the matter some thought. If you are a
taxpayer and have not yet joined the Gift Aid scheme, please consider doing so.
Details of this can be obtained from our Acting Treasurer, Morag Stalker. The
Church needs our support so that it can continue its work of supporting the
congregation, and those round our doors - and the Church also greatly appreciates the generosity of all its members.
THANK YOU!
A huge thank-you to those who helped to support Doors Open Days, and the
hosting of children performing at the V&A opening in September. It is exciting
to see the V&A finally open!

SCOUT GROUP
Regular meetings for Scouts, Cubs and Beavers have restarted in the Main Hall on
Thursday evenings.
A Group Camp for all sections was held at Douglaswood Scout Campsite on 17/18
August. The weekend had a Disney theme and the Group stayed in the indoor hall
rather than under canvas for this.
Five Beavers have moved up to the Cub Section and one Cub has moved up to
Scouts. All the Beavers who moved up had gained their Chief Scout Bronze Award,
and Scout, Tammy has gained her Chief Scout Gold Award.
Currently the Group are working on Navigator and Naturalist Badges, and on the
evening of the Editor’s visit, the Cubs were to be baking chocolate brownies.
On the same evening, a Student, who was involved in Scouting in her home town,
arrived to offer assistance to the Leadership team.
The Group are in good heart and once more an interesting and challenging programme is planned for the new session.
Boys and girls, aged 6years and over, will be welcome to join on Thursdays.
SUNDAY CLUB
For the Sunday Club’s summer outing, it was decided to have a change from the
heat, and explore Polar Regions instead. After a picnic in one of the mini-gardens
at Slessor Gardens, we visited the Discovery, where we learned about snow and ice
at the exhibition, and then explored the ship itself.
Now that the new session has started, we look forward to seeing all the children at
Sunday Club once more, refreshed after their holidays.

CRAFT CLUB
The Craft Club meets fortnightly on Mondays at 2pm in the Church Hall. The first
meeting of the new session is on Monday 24 September, and new members are
always welcome.
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